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preceding the outbreak of war. On December ist Pitt had
an interview with Maret, in which he urged that either Maret
or someone else should be authorised by the French Govern-
ment to confer with the English Government Pitt clearly
thought that if this were done peace was still possible. The
French Executive Council refused to replace Chauvelin, who
was obnoxious to Pitt, as their agent for conferring with the
English Government. Pitt, on this, refused to speak with
Maret on state affairs. But on January 22nd the French
Government, in reply to Chauvelin's complaints that his
position was intolerable, decided to recall him, and sent Maret
as Charge d'Affaires to London to prepare the way for
Dumouriez, who after treating with the Dutch was to come
to London to treat with the English Government. What
Pitt desired on December ist, as a possible means of
averting war, was thus accomplished on January 22nd.
Unhappily before Maret had arrived, and before Pitt knew
of the decision of the French Government, Chauvelin had
been ordered to leave England.
Of Pitt's anxiety to avoid war there can be no doubt in
the mind of anyone who has read the account of those
momentous months In Ernoufs Life of Maret. Few stories
are more tragical than that story of the fluctuating hopes of
peace, with Pitt holding out against the Court, his Cabinet,
and public clamour: Fox and Sheridan using all the influence
of their sympathy with the Revolution to persuade Chauvelin
to urge his Government to retract the November Decree:
Maret untiring, hopeful, and adroit In the cause of peace:
Chauvelin, a vain coxcomb, full of airs and pompous Imper-
tinences, busy with stupid Intrigue and the fancied triumphs
of his arts, admiring his own awkward and fatal follies: Le
Brun dreading and disliking war, overborne by Brissot and
the stronger Girondins : the very storms of the sea interfering
at the most critical moment to dislocate the most hopeful
negotiations. Of the part Chauvelin played In those months
it would be difficult to speak too harshly. After doing all the
mischief in his power whilst he still represented the French